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Vapor trail appeared which apparently d 
б gr Nerf. T . ing ani then disapeared, The object ni, 
peared to hang motionless just above tke southern horizon for 
^r; ATC! form 329 moment and then went south at a high rate of speed, leaving а 
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"CHARLOTTZ OBSERVER" = 30 December 1949 


-200-Mile Straight Line Marks Mystery 
Trail Of Strange Craft Over Carolinas 


THAMLET, Dec. 20—/P—A stra t rection of the setting Th ot 


line on а map, extending 200 said they were able to follow its|flying saucers since the war. Gib- 
&cross the Carolinas, today marked |southwestward flight for 10 minutes bons, the Hamlet pilot, said that 
\ ‘the mystery-streaked trail of ajor more. But four pilots who rose the object definitely was not shaped 
object. in light planes at Hamlet and at|like a saucer. The Air Force re- 
first was seen at|Greenwood were unable to catch|ported only this week that there 
the site of an air force|up with it. are not any "flying saucers" and 
it 4:30 р. m. Wednesday. Witnesses who saw the strange |that it has ended its special two- 
hour, scores of resi-| object included business and pro- |vcar investigation of reports on 
S. C.] fessional men, housewives, a city them. 
Greenwood, S. C. reported trained air pilots and ————— 
mayor of Greenwood, A. H. |Object Reported In Sky 


Woodle. 
One ot the pilots, pod er Near Danville, Virginia. 
no explanation today ја former ‘orce pi t 
ing could have been.|when his plane approached ihe DANVILLE, Va, Dec. 20.0. 
hed significance |object, it moved into the glare of no Gat har M ee 
t its path was straight|the evening sun. He was unable to [today to say that they had seen a 
They noted also that|regain sight of it. 2 object floating in the sky 
after its 4:30 p. m. appearance at DISCOUNT REPORTS — 1 e ex 
was seen at Hamlet| Some observers discounted re. i mime Ns Vn 
: 43 miles away, a few minutes later|ports that it could have been a efore Christmas. 
and at Greenwood, more than 150 |гейесоп from the sun. They said| They are Randolph Hall, city 
miles away, shortly after 5 p. m. the object was directly between|auditor, and Hamilton Vass, busi- 
Descriptions of the flying object|them and the sun. nessman and member of the vestry 
\ varied. At Fayetteville, it looked| Air force officials at Pope field|of Epiphany church. 
like a vertical neon lighting tube. near Fayetteville suggested it could | They say that the floating object 
At Hamlet it appeared to be a|have been a weather observation appeared in the skies in the vicinity! 
on end.” And|balloon. But the Charlotte weather|of Dan River mills. 
at а pilot who chased|station, noting that most reports| They added that they paid little 
it in а light plane said it looked said the object appeared to be silver|attention. to it, having concluded 
like a smoke trail coming from an|colored, said’ that the weather that it might be a weather balloon 
unseen plane. bureau does not use balloons of|released at Greensboro, N. C., and 
Ground observers at all four cities|that color. drifted this way by prevailing 
spoke of it “drifting” into the di-] Reports of the strange flight re-iwinds. Я $ 
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"THE STATE" Newsparer 
Columbia, S. Carolina 
30 December 1949 


| Mystery Object Seen Streaking 
Through Two Carolinas’ Skies; 
Columbian Is One of Observers 


Hamlet, N. C, Dec. 29—(AP)—A| saw the object with him, 
straight line on a map, extending| Descriptions of the flying object 
200 miles across the Carolinas, to-|varled. At Fayetteville, it looked 
day marked the mystery-streaked|like a vertical neon lighting tube. 
trall of a strange flying object. At Hamlet it appeared to be a! 

‘The object first was seen at Fay-|"dirgible standing on end." And at 
etteville, the site of an air force|Greenwood, a pilot who chased it 
base, at about 4:30 p. m. (EST) yes-|in a light plane said it looked like 
terday, Within a half-hour, s smoke trail coming from an un- 
ef .residents in Hamlet, Che: een plane. 
field, S. C. and Greenwood, S. C. Ground observers at all four 
reported sighting it on its eerie|cities spoke of it “drifting” into the 
flight through the Western sky. |direction of the setting sun, They 

| was no explanation today sald they were able to follow its 
of what the thing could have been.|southwestward flight for ten min- 
But observers attached significance|utes or more. But four pilots who 
to the fact that its path was straight rose in light planes at Hamlet and 
Е for 200 miles. They noted also that|at Greenwood were unable to catch 
after its 4:30 p. m. appearance at|up with it. 
Fayetteville, it was seen at Ham-| Witnesses who saw the strange 
let, 45 miles away, & few minutes,object included business and pro- 
later and at Greenwood, more than|fessional men, housewives, a city 
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150 miles away, shortly after 5|policeman, trained air pilots and 
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the mayor of Greenwood, A. H. 
Woodle. 

One of the pilots, Philip Gibbons. 
a former air force pilot, said that 
when his plane approached the ob- 
ject, it moved into the glare of the 
evening sun. He was unable to re- 
gain sight of it. 

Reports of the strange flight re- 
counted the numerous stories of 
flying saucers since the war. 

Gibbons, the Hamlet pilot, said 
that the object definitely was not 
shaped like a saucer. The air force 
reported only this week that there 
are not any “flying saucers” and 
that it has ended its speci two- 
year investigation of 
them. . 


MES C. BAKER 
0 FAO #13 


INCOMING MESSAG. 


DNCLASSIF i | 
F 
| 


UR 15: 29 DEC 49 ER " . D. ia 


— AIC He А Е ro» 
tet IMMEDIATE ыш "64, Y § 
КиО эт АРВ FAYETTEVILLE N C 2916202 2 $ 


ЧО UnloE? PAT AFL ; Á 


FRN “TA VEA OFF POPE AFB "C, 


Hen m 


ATTN C1383 


PPWEA 035. 


TTD ATRIAL OBITCT TI 


YEAR INTERVALS: 
bo ETA A AER 12 YEARS. 
ECLASSI S DIR 5200.10 


Y 


UNCLASSIFIED 


-S 
сз 
Torn Om-au-usobrT4 


MCAG F 
(Rev 25 On d] 5 


N 


(WHEN FILLED IN ONLY) 


Air Force WE AIB-L-» DLC ч 


bs 
A — id os 


è * |J, 
visuLAOOIFIED 
6. Urs. MERTIE DICKENS, RD р #2, Trumansburg, New York was interviewed and 
stated that on 28 December he was at her home all day and did nct see the 
objects described by Mrs. and her children, nor did she hear any airplanes 


flying overhead thet day. She further states that later than evening, urs. 
called her and asked whether or not she had seen the objects which were seen nesr 
her home. She stated that she did not know of anyone in that vicinity who had seen 
the objects, except Mrs. and her children. 


7. Urs. Qe Trumansburg, stated upon interview, that 
on 28 December 1 at home doing her housework and did not see the objects 
described by Mrs although she had read about it in the newspaper, It had 
been determined by ars. that th house was the closest to the 

t in the road where they stopped to observe the objects in the sky. rs 
tated that she did not see or hear anything unusual and did not know anything 
jut it until she read about it in the newspaper. 


ai ис. diio farm borders the strip of woods over which Urs. 
г s the objects flying, stated that on 28 December 1919 he was at hone and 


had been out on the farm with his tractor and had out in the car also but that 
he had not seen the objects described by Mrs, He stated that he was well 
acquainted with Mrs. and remembered her calling him on the phone the evening 


after she had observed the flying objects, to inquire whether he had seen these 
objects in the sky. 


9. This Agent interviewed irs. — 2: teacher, Trumansburg, 
New York and she stated that she was at home on December 199 as this was during 
the Christmas vacation period. She stated that she had beerf going in and out of 
the house a great deal that afternoon as she was helping her mother and father to 
pack their trailer prior to their leaving for Florida. She stated that she did 
not see any objects in the sky nor did she hear any airplanes. She stated further 
that since the Christmas vacation she had talked to a great number of her students 
and fellow teachers but no one had seen the objects described by irs. ШИШЕ. x 
of the students and teachers live in the vicinity of the location where urs. 

and her children saw the objects in the sky. 


AT ITHACA, МТИ YORK . 


10, This Agent interviewed the Chief of Police, MARSHALL, and he stated that 
he had seen the article in the Ithaca Journal relative to the e who live in 
the Perry City section and who had seen the objects in the sky. A check of the 
records revealed that there were no complaints received on 28 December 1949 nor had 
any information other than that which. was in the newspaper relative to the flying 
objects, been heard of in that locality. 


11. Professor Richard Parmenter, Assistant Professor of Research at Cornell 
University, was interviewed by the Writer and he stated that he had seen the article 
in the Ithaca newspaper anuwas quite interested, having read considerable publicity 
&bout various people in the different parts of the.country who had observed flying 
saucers. He further stated that there were no experiments being conducted at the 
University at this date and that there was no weather apparatus sent up to register 
the weather that day. He added that to the best of his knowledge, 28 December 199 
was a warm, clear December day with no snow and excellent visibility. 
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12. This Agent interviewed Мг ations Officer for the 
Robinson Airlines, Ithaca, New York. & check of the records and 
stated that there was no weather apparatus on 25 December 1949 or at any time 
during the month of December. He further states that he observed the article in 

the Ithaca newspaper and had questioned the pilots flying Robinson aircraft in this 
‘vicinity on that date. He further states that it is possible that urs. r my 
have seen one of the Robinson Airliners, which is а 00-35, which landed at the Ithaca 
Airport at 1555, coming in from a Buffalo to Rochester to Ithaca, New York flight. 
He stated further that this would place the aircraft in the vicinity described by 
Mrs. ШИШИ at approximately 1550, the time she states she saw the object. Another 
DO-3 landed at the Ithaca Airport at approximately 1522 from a Syracuse to Ith:ca, 
New York flight. He stated further that upon checking the maps in the Operations 
Room at the Robinson Airlines, he determined that both flights, the one from Buffalo 
and the one from Syracuse, New York, would circle for a landing near the vicinity 
where Mrs. observed the objects on 28 December 1919. 


15. Mr. Ithaca, New York was interviewed 
by this Agent. Mr. tated that he was a pilot with the Robinson Airlines and 
was piloting а DC-3 on 28 December 1919 on a flight from Buffalo to Rochester to 


Ithaca, New York and that he landed at approximately 1535 after circling the area 
where Mrs. WEM is alleged to have observed the objects in the sky. He stated 
that he did not observe anything unusual and that he circled at approximately 1530. 
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SUBJECT: Unconventional Aircraft 
Tis 
TO: Commanding General 
Air Materiel Command 


Wright-Patterson Air Force Base 
Dayton, Ohio 


Attention: MCI (Control Но, A-1917) 


Inolosed herewith are newspaper clippings and summary of 
information re strang objects in sky over Charlotte and Hamlet, 


North Carol ina. 
FOR THE COMMANDING GENERAL: 


44,01 


OHN MEADE 
Colonel, GSC 
АС of 8, 6-2 
6 Inols: 
1- 3/1 dtd 29 Deo 49 
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Unconventional and Unidentified 
Aircraft Sighted at Hamlet, N.C. and 
Pageland, S.C. 


unidentified aircraft, resembling & balloon or blimp, was reported flying 
"erratically" over Hamlet at a»proximately 1645 on 28 December 1949, apparently 
out of control, According to the above dispatch several residents, including - 
two pilots, gave various reports of the craft as "heading straight down" and 
"levelling off" and "turning over", One observer stated that he thought he saw 
something resembling a man drop from the craft and one pilot, who chased it in 
an airplane, said it appeared to be from 20 to 30 feet in diameter.  (F-3) 


"It was first reported flying Viest over town at about 1645 by Dr. 

of Hamlet, N.C. and EN, They reported the ship to the local 
airport where an overseas news correspondent, 8, took off in a light 
plane to chase the craft. & former Air Force pilot, said he saw the craft 
only once from the air and that it definitely was not saucer shaped. He said he 
was unable to overtake it but from that distance it appeared to be a large metal 
ball without any external fittings such as are ordinarily carried by free balloons, 
Altnough observers said the craft did not seem to have nuch speed from the ground, 

reported it quickly disappeared in the sun when he drew near, The newsman 

d ^e last saw it about 12 miles southwest of here." (F-3) 


"The weather station at Charlotte said there was some possibility that the 
object was a radiosonde balloon such as are released by weather stations at 
Greensboro and Fort Bragg, N.C. each morning about 1000. The balloons are used 
to transmit weather data from the atmosphere, and ordinarily burst at high 
altitude, the radio parachuting back to earth. However, the weather station 
said that the fact that it was seen over Hamlet, N.C. so late in the afternoon 
tended to discount this theory. з stated that from his Air Force service 
he was familiar with these balloons and that the strange craft did not resemble 
one, It was much bigger, he stated. He added that the fact that it did not 
change altitude for a long period of time also tended to disprove it was a 
balloon," (F-3) 


According to another article in the above newspaper on 29 December 1949 
several residents of Pageland, S.C. reported seeing a strange object in the sky 
moving westward on the afternoon of 28 December 1949. "The object, according to 
the reports, was not moving at a very fast rate, but persons who attempt ad to 
follow it in an automobile soon lost it in the evening sun, they reported." 
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1. 
PARAGRAPH EVALUATION 


Unconventional and Unidentified 
craft Sighted at Hamlet, N.C. and 
Pageland, S.C. 


On this date the following offices were contacted regarding subject and 
information was revealed that none of these offices have received any reports 
regarding such an object having been sighted: 


C. A. A. Airways Communications Station, Morris Field, Charlotte, N.C. 

C. A. A. Aviation Safety Office, Morris Field, Charlotte, N.C. 

O. A. A. Airport Control Tower, Morris Field, Charlotte, N.C. 

U.S. Weather Bureau, Airport Station, Morris Field, Charlotte, N.C. 

Civil Air Patrol, Headquarters, N.C. Wing, Tuckaseege Rd., — S 
B-2 
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Charlotte Observer ~ 31 December 1919. 


Cigar- Shaped Thing Over City 
Identified As B- 36 Vapor Trail 


— 
A ghostly silver tube suspended 
in cloudless skies brought new 
visions of air-going cigars to 
mystified Charlotteans yesterday. 
But the strange, oblong object 
that has been reported streaking 
over the Carolinas since Wednes+’. 
day had been shorn of its mystery 
last night 
The control tower at Municipal 
airport identified "the thing" con- 
| clusively as the vapor trail of an 
Air Force B-36, flyin; 


40,000 feet over the city. 

tube-like object, visible 
over Charlotte for 15 minutes in 
midafternoon yesterday, was 
nothing more than a mass of ice 
crystals formed when the plane's 
hot engines came into contact 
with A air nearly eight miles 
up, airport observers said. 
Barier th this week, the Carolinas 
became the center of excited talk 
all over the country when a 
mysterious object, described as 
resembling a neon tube standing 


ты маш оп end, was ати seen in 
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88821. K Fayetteville, and Green- 


E via white mass that ap- 
peared over Charlotte at 3:45 p. 
m, yesterday fitted the same de- 
scription. There was some specu- 
lation that this explanation might 
also tear away the 
the “flying cigars” 
popping up months ago. 

While arlotteans excitedly 
telephoned the newspapers and 
the airport for explanations, the 
silver streak appeared to hang 
пареа for а few minutes be- 


fore drifting slowly out of sight. 


"THE STATE" Newspaper 
Columbia, ?. Carolina 
29 December 1949 


Strange Craft 
Is Reported 
Seen in NC 


3 Hamlet, N. C, Dec. 28—(AP)—A 
жЕ aircraft, re- 
a free or a blimp, was 
flying "erraticall; "wv 
E 4 today, apparently out 


а residents, Including two 
pilots, gave various reports of the 
craft, as “heading straight. down, 
ands "leveling off" and “turning| 
‘over.” One — и said he thought 
he saw something resembling а 
man drop from the craft and one 
| pilot, vis chased it in a airplane, 
sald it appeared to be from 20 to 
30 feet in diaméter. 

It was first reported flying west 
over town at about 4:45 p. m. by 
Dr. W. D. James of Hamlet and 
Fire Chief J. C. Worley. They re- 
ported the object to the local air- 
port where an overseas news cor- 
5 respondent, Phillip Gibbons, took 
5 off in a light plane to give chase. 

Gibbons, a former Air Force pilot, 
sald he saw the craft only once from 
the air and that it definitely was 
mot "saucer shaped." 

He said he was unable to over- 
take it but that from a distance it 
appeared to be a large metal ball 
without any external fittings such 
аз are ordinarily carried һу free 

A balloons. Although observers said 
the craft n eps - 1 — 
much speed from the ground, 
bons reported it quickly disappear- 
ed in the sun when he drew near. 

D ‘The newsman said he last ‘saw it 
about j2 miles southwest of here. 

‘The weather station at Charlotte ` 
sald there was some possibility that 
the object might have been a radio 
sonde balloon such as are released 
by weather stations. The ballons 
are used to transmit weather data 
from the atmosphere, and ordinar- 
ily burst at high altitude, the radio | 
parachuting back Чо earth. How- 
ever, the weather station said the 
time that it was seen over Hamlet 
in late afternoon—tended to dis- 
count this theory. 

Gibbons" said that from his air 
force service he was familiar with 
these balloons and that the strange 
craft = not resemble one, “It was 
much bigger,” he said, š 
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| Odd Object Puzzles Hamlet 


рес, aa ME A Strange) plane to chase the craft, Gibbons, а 
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| by weather stations at Greensboro 

+ and Fort Bragg each morning about 

410 ат. The balloons are used to 

it weather data from the at- 

* 4 mosphere, and ordinarily burst at 
high altitude, the radio parachuting 

‚ back to earth, However, the wea- 

) ther station said the fact that it 

B | was scen over Hamlet so late in the 
afternoon, tended to discount this 


theory. 

‘And Gibbons said that from his 
alr force service he was familiar! 
with these balloons and that the 

« gtrange craft did not resemble one. 
“и much bigger." he eaid. 
г He a that the fact it did not 
change altitude for a long period of, 
j also tended to — a 
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